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 The first new major construction on the Seagle Music Colony 
campus in almost 12 years, a faculty housing unit, was completed 
over the course of the past year, and began use in mid-July, 2017. 
The building sits just north and east of the ‘White House’ on the 
right side of Charley Hill Road as you come up the hill from Rte 9. 
 
 The beautiful facility, constructed by Advantage Building & 
Inspection of Schroon Lake (Bill & Patty Christian, proprietors), 
includes an upper main level with 6 bedrooms, 2 baths, full 
kitchen, living room and a spacious screened porch, and a lower 
walk-out level with three more bedrooms, one bath, a large 
laundry/utility room and two small practice/rehearsal rooms. 
Linens and accessories for the nine bedrooms were generously 
furnished by members of the SMC Guild. 
 
 Although the building does not currently include a heat source, 
it has the capability to be fully winterized for use if necessary, and 
can currently be used well into the shoulder (spring/fall) seasons. 
The building will be critical in the expansion of the new American 
Center for New Works Development at Seagle Music Colony (see 
story p.3) The new housing building was a much needed 
improvement to the campus and will serve SMC well into the 
future.  Come by and check it out when you can. 

Darren Woods Now Full-Time at  
Seagle Music Colony 

 After a fruitful strategic planning session in the fall of 2016 that 
determined what SMC needed to do to continue the forward 
momentum initiated, in part, by the Centennial Celebration in 
2015, the Seagle Music Colony Board of Directors put together a 
2017 budget that included funding for a third full-time employee to 
lead fundraising efforts.  
 
 After getting the national search started, a series of fortunate 
events occurred that resulted in the hire of long-time Artistic 
Director Darren K. Woods to fill the position. Darren began full-
time work in earnest in mid-February 2017 and his duties at SMC 
now include artistic direction (selection of artists, performances 
and so on), as well as concentration on all aspects of fundraising 
for SMC. His work will involve spearheading new and ongoing 
efforts in individual giving, foundation grants, corporate and 
business underwriting as well as  planned and estate giving. 
 
 Darren, as our loyal supporters know well, began his 
involvement with SMC when he was an emerging artists with the 
Colony in 1980. He returned as General and Artistic Director in 
1996 and has continued in the administration of the Colony ever 
since. Before being here full-time, he was General Director of Fort 
Worth Opera and Shreveport Opera where he helped bring both 

companies back from the brink of extinction and transformed them 
into the thriving examples of health that they are today. While SMC 
is by no means on the brink, Darren’s experiences at Fort Worth 
and Shreveport, combined with his devotion to the Colony for so 
many years, make him the perfect person to help SMC’s 
administration and board fulfill their dreams for the future. 
 
 “I am beyond thrilled to be a Schroon Lake resident all year and 
do my part to make the Colony all that we’ve ever dreamed it  
could be. My heart and soul have always been here in this special 
place, so I really feel like I’ve come home to stay,” said Darren. He 
continues, “The future is bright if we all work together to get there, 
so everyone should expect to hear from me. I’m not afraid to ask 
for your money, and I hope you’ll do what you can when I come to 
call on you”.  
 
 The Board, Administration, Staff and Artists of Seagle Music 
Colony are happy to welcome Darren home. You can reach him at 
(518)532-7875 or darren@seaglecolony.org. 

Seagle Music Colony Mission Statement: 

To identify, train and develop gifted singers, and to present 

quality opera and musical theater performances to the public. 

2017 Emerging Artists Madeline Thibault & Jorie Moss  

in The Light in the Piazza 

New Faculty Housing Opens 

2017 Emerging Artists Thomas Petrushka, Aaron Stepanek &  
Nathaniel Hill in Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead 



 When Jonathan Green, a old singing buddy of SMC Artistic 
Director Darren K. Woods, came for a visit early this past summer, 
he had no idea the events he would set into motion. While touring 
the campus, Darren showed Jonathan a small room attached to the 
old laundry building behind the White House, known as “The 
Closet” and told him the story behind the calligraphy and drawings 
on the walls of the room. “The Closet” was a room that housed a 
singer named Fulton Fryar, the first African-American singer at 
Seagle Music Colony. Fulton was a participant in the SMC program 
during the summers of 1957 and 1958, at a time just before the 
Civil Rights Movement in earnest. While Fulton was here, he did 
everything all the other singers did, but because of the prevailing 
attitudes of the time, John Seagle decided to have a room built 
onto the side of the laundry building so as not to create any issues 
for the other singers. Fulton, aside from being a very good singer, 
was a calligraphy artist and painted several things on the walls 
including a sign on the door saying “Always Welcome to ‘The 
Closet’...the home of Fulton Fryar” 
 
 When Darren told Jonathan that the building was being 
demolished because it was literally falling in, Jonathan made it his 
mission to save it. After some phone calls and intervention by 
Steven Engelhart of Adirondack Architectural Heritage, Laura Rice, 

Chief Curator at The Adirondack Experience (formerly The 
Adirondack Museum) in Blue Mountain Lake, decided that “The 
Closet” and the story behind it were well worth preserving at the 
museum. 
 
 Not wanting to stop there, Jonathan and his wife Roberta went 
about trying to locate Fulton Fryar. After a short time, they found 
Mr. Fryar enjoying his retirement in a New Jersey suburb of 
Philadelphia. Although Fulton did not pursue a singing career, he 
had very fond memories of SMC and was surprised to hear that 
“The Closet” still existed and even more surprised to hear that it 
was going to be put into a museum. 
 
 On September 27, 2017, all these players came together at 
Seagle Music Colony. Fulton, Jonathan and representatives of SMC 
and the Adirondack Experience told their stories to press 
representatives from all over the region who were interested in this 
historical preservation. “The Closet” is set to be removed this fall 
and will spend some time being fully restored before it makes its 
way to an historic display in Blue Mountain Lake. A wonderful 
surprise ending to a summer visit to the Colony. 
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Spotlight on Young Artist Alumni 

Megan Samarin, mezzo-soprano 
 
  Megan Samarin was an emerging artist at 
Seagle Music Colony during the summer of 
2013 and was seen as Larina in Eugene 
Onegin and Cherubino in the children’s 
opera The Three Little Pigs. Since then, her 
career has had a steady climb and she was 
recently featured in the “Sound Bites” section of 
Opera News magazine – a column that follows 
up and coming singers in the opera world.  

 
 During the coming 2017-2018 season, Megan will be singing 
Carla Mae in the world premiere of Ricky Ian Gordon’s The House 
Without a Christmas Tree, as well as Sesto in Julius Caesar with 
Houston Grand Opera. She will also sing Clara Schumann in Loving 
Clara Schumann with the Mercury Symphony. She spent the 
summer of 2017 as a member of the Wolf Trap Opera, and the 
past two full seasons as a part of the Houston Grand Opera Studio. 
During her time in Houston, she sang and covered many roles 
including Siebel in Faust, Cherubino in The Marriage of Figaro, 
Second Lady in The Magic Flute, and Julie Jordan in Carousel. She 
was a part of the Glimmerglass Opera Young American Artist 

Program in 2015 and sang Marzia in Cato in Utica. 
 
 Also in 2017, Megan was Second Place winner in the Gerda 
Lissner Foundation International Vocal Competition and performed 
at Carnegie Hall as part of the winners’ concert. She was a 2016 
Sara Tucker Study Grant award winner and a 2017 District Winner 
in the Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions. 
 
 When asked about how her at summer Seagle Music Colony 
impacted her career thus far, she answered: “Seagle Music Colony 
is a very special place! While I was there I believe I did every show 
possible, even the children’s show. I learned how important 
performing is and how much I love it, even if your audience is still 
in kindergarten! Since then, I have loved to be on stage. I thrive in 
that kind of environment and Seagle Music Colony was a big part 
of that beginning for me. I am grateful for Seagle and for the great 
friends I have made along the way. I still love hearing Darren’s 
famous “woo!” in the audience when a Seagle pumpkin is on the 
stage! 

 Each year your gifts help support the program that attracts 
exceptionally talented emerging artists to Seagle Music Colony. In 
this and subsequent issues of High Notes we spotlight alumni who 
are achieving success in their chosen fields.  

Historic SMC Building To Be Housed 
at Adirondack Experience 

2017 Emerging Artists (l-r) Jessica Luffey, David Anderson 
& Bridget Cappell in My Fair Lady 

Left-”The Closet” door 
Right - Fulton Fryar (r) speaks with Lake George Chronicle 

Editor Mark Frost at the Shames Rehearsal Studio on Sept. 27 
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Below is a sampling of where SMC alumni have sung or made 
debuts in 2016 and 2017 
 

UNITED STATES 
 

Metropolitan Opera: Sean Panikkar 
Santa Fe Opera:  Eric Ferring 
Glimmerglass Opera:  Vanessa Becerra, Abigail Dock,  
Michael Hewitt, Mary Beth Nelson 
San Francisco Opera: Reggie Smith Jr. 
San Francisco-Merola: Edith Grossman 
Houston Grand Opera:  Megan Samarin 
Chicago Lyric Opera: Eric Ferring 
Washington National Opera: Michael Adams, Kerrian Otaño 
Florida Grand Opera: Hailey Clark, Mary Beth Nelson 
Seattle Opera: Michael Adams, Andrea Carroll 
Pittsburgh Opera: Sean Panikkar 
Opera Saratoga: Dylan Elza, Heather Jones, Eric McConnell, 
Shelley Mihm, Garrett Obrycki, Scott Purcell 
Wolf Trap Opera: Jonas Hacker, Megan Samarin 
Opera Theater of St. Louis: Jeff Byrnes, Megan Callahan, 
Michael Miller, Michaela Wolz 
Chautauqua Opera: Tascha Anderson, Blake Jennings,  
Andy Surrena 
Central City Opera: Stephen Clark 
Des Moines Metro Opera: Michael Adams, Quinn Bernegger, 
Dustin Damonte, Nathan Mattingly, Stephanie Schoenhofer,  
Ryan Stoll 
Opera Company of Middlebury: Alissa Anderson, Matt Morgan 
Fort Worth Opera: Cristina Maria Castro, Anna Laurenzo,  
Trevor Martin, Nathan Mattingly, Kerriann Otaño, Christina Pecce, 
Andy Surrena, Clay Thompson 
Tri-Cities Opera: Tascha Anderson, Mary Beth Nelson,  
Scott Purcell 
Metropolitan Opera Chorus: Ned Hanlon, Courtney Ross, 
Elizabeth Brooks 
Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions: District 
Winners: Eric Ferring, Nathan Milholin, Megan Samarin,  
Andrew Simpson, Andy Surrena 
 
Grammy Award Winners: Alicia Oltuja (featured on Best Jazz 
Album), The Ghosts of Versailles, Best Opera Recording (including 
Vanessa Becerra and Victoria Livengood) 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
 

Deutche Oper Berlin: Seth Mease Carico 
Frankfurt: Michael Porter 
Salzburg & Stuttgart: Hailey Clark 
Munich: Matt Grills 
Weiner Stadtsoper: Andrea Carroll 

Alumni News 

SMC Receives New Grant Funding 
As part of the work of new full-time fundraiser Darren Woods, SMC 
received new supporting grants from the International Paper 
Foundation and the Cloudsplitters Foundation. Several other new 
grant proposals are out and news will be announced if funding is 
awarded. 
 
New Member Benefits 
In an effort to thank our supporters in ways that encourage them 
to give even more, the benefits of being a member of Seagle Music 
Colony have been changed. You can find out more about the giving 
levels and their coordinating benefits by visiting our website at the 
following address:  seaglecolony.org/donate. 

SMC News Notes 

The Magic Flute - 2017 
Left: Scott Clark & Leigh Folta 

Right: Zachary Crowle, Alicia Russell, Drew Henry 

 Over the past number of years, Seagle Music Colony has done a 
lot of work in cultivating not only aspiring singers, but also new 
operas. In fact, over the course of the last ten years, SMC has 
held developmental workshops for ten work-in-progress operas, 
produced a world premiere (Roscoe-2016), a piano-vocal premiere 
(Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead-2017) and performed three 
other operas written in the last two decades.  
 
 Seagle Music Colony is now formalizing this ongoing work to 
create the American Center for New Works Development at Seagle 
Music Colony. This newly-branded program will continue the work 
SMC has done in workshopping and producing new operas and will 
also expand to include companion developmental programs for 
opera and musical theater composers, librettists and dramaturges.  
 
 After work with a consulting firm over the course of 2016, the 
SMC board and administration determined that there were few 
ways to improve upon or expand programming during the 
summer. However, in order to justify additional capital 
improvement, including a possible new theater, the SMC facilities 
needed to be utilized for more than just the summer months. 
Expansion of the opera development programs in the shouder 
seasons made sense because these programs don’t necessarily 

need the summer audience that is prevalent in Schroon Lake, and 
can produce income exclusive of ticket sales. The program is also 
something for which there is demand in the opera business and 
SMC is uniquely positioned to offer an ‘on its feet’ workshopping 
capability that is not present in other developmental programs in 
the U.S. 
 
 The program is now being introduced to opera companies, 
producers and opera creators across the country and was officially 
initiated with the piano-vocal premiere of Rosencrantz & 
Guildenstern Are Dead last summer, and the workshop of The 
Falling & the Rising in August, 2017 - an opera about the 
experience of wounded veterans, co-commission by SMC, the US 
Dept. of Defense, Texas Christian University, Memphis Opera, 
Seattle Opera, Arizona Opera and San Diego Opera. 

American Center for New Works 
Development Created at SMC 

Seagle Music Colony Legacy Society 

 We hope you will consider continuing your support of Seagle 
Music Colony by making provisions in your estate plan. Talk with 
your financial advisor about how a charitable gifting program can 
provide valuable tax benefits, potentially increase your income 
now, and help not-for-profit organizations you care about like 
Seagle Music Colony.  For more information, please contact SMC 
Darren Woods at (518) 532-7875 or darren@seaglecolony.org. 
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- June 23 

- Bernstein - July 5-7 

(children’s opera) - July 14 

- Handel - July 18-21 

 - Harbison - August 1-4 

 - August 12, 19 

-  Herman - August 15-18 

 

2018 Season & Group tickets go on sale January 1, 2018 and single tickets April 1, 2018. 

Find more details about the season at seaglecolony.org 


